Statement of Hpa-an Zwekabin Hall Karen Affairs Meeting

Dated: 30 March 2013

In response to the current development in the political situation in Myanmar and the collective effort to
restore peace for the country, a Karen Affairs Seminar was held with the purpose to discuss and plan for
unity, peace and the future of the Karen people, on 29 to 30 March 2013, at Zwekabin Hall, Hpa-an, Karen
State.

Karen people from different regions and states of Myanmar, including Buddhist Abbots and Monks,
Christian ordained Pastors and Bishops, Karen political party members, government officials, members of
armed groups in the process of settling peace with the government, ceasefire armed groups, members of the
Karen Border Guard Force, members of Karen Culture and Literature Associations, members of Karen
Civil Society Organisations, Karen Youth, members of Karen Women Organisations, Karen Elders, Karen
technical experts, some Karen from abroad, and observers. More than 400 people attended the meeting.

The 3 main topics of discussion at the Karen Affairs Meeting were:
*  To achieve Unity for Karen People.
* To achieve real and sustainable peace
*  To work together for the better future of the Karen People

The Karen leaders and representatives of Karen based organisations discussed comprehensively on the
above 3 topics and came up with the following collective decisions. For the unity of the Karen people, all
organisations will work together in harmony, through identifying the future plan of action for preservation
and promotion of Karen Culture, language, and literature.

For the real and sustainable peace, the Karen will work together and identify a plan of action that will
strengthen the existing ceasefire agreement, and ensure that the constitution will secure the rights and
development of all Karen people. Actions identified for the better future of the Karen people are, alliance of
the Karen political parties, collaboration of the Karen arm groups, working on the rights of the Karen
people including women rights, and the legislative law that will provide security and appropriate
administrative arrangement for the Karen people.

A Committee for Karen Unity and Peace was formed with 37 members by the meeting participants to
continue further actions and meetings for the better future of the Karen people.

For further questions, please contact:
Sayadaw Ashib Sandawara — 09-4977-4125
P’doh Saw HlaTun — 09-4250-48709

Rev. Saw Mathew Aye — 09-4305-5229
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